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The State Assessment Grants provide funding
for these efforts, and | thank the Appropria-
tions Committee for accepting my bipartisan
amendment to fully fund these efforts.

The final bill includes my bipartisan amend-
ment to increase funding for Women in Ap-
prenticeship and Nontraditional Occupations
Grants, which will provide tradeswomen in Or-
egon the support and assistance necessary to
advance their careers and retain good-paying
jobs. The bill also includes my amendment to
fund Title VIII Nursing Workforce Programs
through separate line-items, which will pre-
serve funding for the individual programs, in-
cluding Advanced Education Nursing; Nursing
Workforce Diversity; Nurse Education, Prac-
tice, and Retention; and the Nurse Faculty
Loan Program.

Additionally, my amendment to provide crit-
ical resources to combat coastal climate
threats by highlighting the need for funding
ocean acidification programs was adopted, as
was my amendment to increase funding to
mitigate harmful algal blooms. Ocean acidifica-
tion and harmful algal blooms are decimating
our oceans and lakes, destroying wildlife, and
crippling our local economies. Increasing fund-
ing for NOAA’s ocean acidification and harmful
algal blooms programs will give our coastal
communities additional resources to under-
stand and address these threats.

Despite these victories, the bill did not earn
my support because of the harmful cuts and
policy riders that remain. The bill underfunds
the Environmental Protection Agency and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and undermines the National Oceans
Policy. It eliminates Title X Family Planning,
and eliminates funding for Teen Pregnancy
Prevention Programs. The bill undermines the
Affordable Care Act by prohibiting funding
from being used to further provisions of the
law, including ACA navigators. As Congress
continues work on an FY2018 funding pack-
age, | urge my colleagues to put aside their
partisan policy priorities and advance a bill
that invests in our communities and sets them
up for success.

—
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to thank Chairman ROYCE for convening
this mark-up on a number of substantive
pieces of legislation. As our time is limited, |
will focus on a few key items.

| am an original cosponsor of H.R. 3445,
and | thank Chairman ROYCE and Ranking
Member ENGEL, as well as my friend and col-
league KAREN BASS, for trying to strengthen
the African Growth and Opportunity Act.

| would like to thank my good friend and fel-
low member of the New Jersey delegation,
ALBIO SIRES, for his bipartisan Global Health
Innovation Act of 2017, H.R. 1660, of which |
am a cosponsor.

This bill will allow us to exercise greater
oversight over USAID programs and to gauge
how effectively USAID is developing and uti-
lizing innovations in health programs.

| support H.R. 3320 and commend Chair-
man YOHO for his work on this timely bill. The
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Chinese  Communist government has been
slowly squeezing Taiwan’s international space,
taking extraordinary measures to exclude Tai-

wan from multi-lateral institutions like the
World Health Organization.
Such exclusions create real international

blind spots that pose threats to global health
and security. As you all know, SARS spread
from Taiwan and China to other parts of the
globe.

With the World Health Organization in par-
ticular, | intend to push for admission of Tai-
wan.

| commend Ranking Member, Mr. ENGEL,
along with Chairman YOHO, Mr. CHABOT, and
Mr. SHERMAN, for putting together H. Res. 422,
on Hong Kong.

The threats to Hong Kong’s autonomy and
its freedoms are real and progressing. These
freedoms and the rule of law are vital eco-
nomic interests of the United States and the
foundation of the city’s vitality, creativity, and
entrepreneurial sprit.

Beijing has become more assertive in Hong
Kong’s affairs over the past several years and
ramped up efforts to destroy the pro-democ-
racy movement over the summer. Six legisla-
tions were disqualified through unprecedented
interventions by the National People’s Con-
gress into Hong Kong's judiciary. The pan-
democratic minority could stop pro-Beijing leg-
islation in the past, but now it cannot. China
can push through any measure it wants now
with its block of unelected legislators.

And, as you all know, the Hong Kong gov-
ernment has re-sentenced the leaders of the
peaceful Umbrella Movement of 2014. Joshua
Wong, Nathan Law, and Alex Chow should
now be considered Hong Kong’s first political
prisoners. They will not be the last, as new
trails begin soon.

This resolution is needed but should not be
our last word. That is why | introduced, along
with Congressman TiM WALZA (a fellow CECC
Commissioner), the Hong Kong Human Rights
& Democracy Act—a bill that | introduced in
the last Congress and which has been intro-
duced by Senator MARCO RuBIO and Senator
BEN CARDIN in the Senate.

| would urge my colleagues to consider this
legislation and find ways to protect U.S. inter-
ests in a free and autonomous Hong Kong in
addition to Ranking Member ENGELS’ resolu-
tion which is before us today.

Hizballah is a cancer that has metastasized
in Lebanon and threatens to invade nearly
every corner of the region if we do not stay
vigilant. H.R. 3329, introduced by Chairman
ROYCE, would choke off additional sources of
financial support for this malignant growth,
particularly by targeting the group’s grass
roots fundraising enterprise that it expanded to
circumvent existing sanctions. Building on the
Hizballah International Financing Prevention
Act that the House passed unanimously in
2015, this bill would require third-party sanc-
tions on those who substantially support
Hizballah fundraising operations.

The reports required in this legislation would
also go further to ferret out the extent of the
group’s fundraising network, which it would
rightly classify as a transnational criminal or-
ganization. Make no mistake: Hizballah is an
international crime syndicate, wrapped in an
Iranian paramilitary proxy, inside a terrorist or-
ganization, masquerading as a political resist-
ance movement.

H.R. 3342 introduced by MIKE GALLAGHER
would direct our government to use the tools
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at its disposal to impose penalties on
Hizballah for employing human shields to de-
fend its installations and outposts. Hizballah’s
use of innocent human lives to protect its ne-
farious activities is a clear human rights viola-
tion and plainly demonstrates that Hizballah is
an enemy of Lebanon’s freedom-loving peo-
ple. The bill also encourages the President to
direct our Permanent Representative at the
United Nations to use her voice and vote to
push for a resolution condemning this sick-
ening practice. | can confidently say that the
United States could not ask for a stronger or
more clear-eyed defender of American inter-
ests and the security of our most critical re-
gional ally, Israel, at the UN than Ambassador
Haley.

RECOGNIZING DAVID C. PUCKETT

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 28, 2017

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. David C. Puckett as he com-
pletes 35 years of service as CEO of Amer-
ican 1 Credit Union, headquartered in Jack-
son, Michigan.

In 1982, David Puckett began his journey as
General Manager of a small, local credit union
which had 15 employees and two locations.
Today, American 1 Credit Union has nearly
200 employees, provides service to 56,000
members, and has 13 branches located
across the state.

David Puckett not only effectively shaped
the fiscal success of American 1 Credit Union,
but also forged a lasting legacy of giving back
to the people of Jackson County. Over the
years, American 1 has funded and provided
manpower to support many community pro-
grams such as Rose Pageant scholarships,
the Rose Parade, the Kids Fest program and
the American 1 Grand Prix.

Throughout his tenure, David has brought
the private and public sectors together in ways
that have benefited the community. The most
noteworthy example of these partnerships is
the agreement made in 2016 in which Amer-
ican 1 will donate $4 million towards the con-
struction of a convention center in Jackson.
The American 1 Credit Union Convention Cen-
ter will be utilized for conferences, trade
shows, weddings, and entertainment, and will
foster the ongoing development of Jackson’s
downtown riverfront area.

David Puckett’s leadership and spirit of co-
operation will be remembered for years to
come by all who continue to benefit from the
results of his commitment. | congratulate
David on an impressive career at American 1
Credit Union and wish him the best in the fu-
ture.

WHEAT RIDGE ANIMAL HOSPITAL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 28, 2017
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise

today to recognize and applaud Wheat Ridge
Animal Hospital for receiving the City of Wheat
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